
 
 
 
 
Council 

 
Date:    23rd November 2020    
 
Title:    Canal Bridge Pedestrianised Crossing  
 
Purpose of the Report: To instruct the Town Clerk urgently to 

seek action by Central Bedfordshire 
Council to place a safety barrier at the 
top of the ramp from the towpath up to 
the Canal Bridge Crossing, as requested 
and agreed nine months ago.   

 
Contact Officers: Mark Saccoccio, Town Clerk. 
 

 
 

1.0 CONTEXT 
 
1.1 At its meeting held 11th December 2019, the Streetworks Manager for Central 

Bedfordshire Council attended to discuss various matters including the 
potential trial introduction of traffic lights at the junction of Bridge Street and 
Leighton Road junction.  At the same meeting and on highway safety grounds, 
Committee raised its concerns in respects of the canal bridge crossing on 
Leighton Road (see attached photographs). For the Committee, the lack of a 
physical barrier between the rising canal footpath/cycle path and its intersection 
with Leighton Road represents a potential highway danger to cyclists, 
pedestrians and vehicles alike.  
 

1.2 At its meeting held 8th January 2020, the very same concerns were raised. 
Thereafter, the Town Council emailed Central Beds Highways Officers on this 
issue on 9th January and 20th February 2020, respectively. No response has 
been received from the Local Authority to date. 
 

1.3 A Land Registry search has identified that the slope is in fact within the 
ownership of the Canal and River Trust and not the Local Authority. On 22nd 
October 2020, the Town Clerk contacted the Canal and River Trust. On 29th 
October 2020, the Town Clerk received an email from the Trust requesting 
confirmation that the bridge in question was in fact the Grand Union Canal 
bridge and not the River Ouzel bridge.  As well as confirming its status as the 
canal bridge, the Town Clerk reiterated this council’s concern. In addition, an 
offer to part fund safety measures was also made. To date, no reply has been 
received back from the Trust.   This matter will be followed in due course.  
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View from Leighton Road toward the canal  

View westward along Leighton Road  


